
Introduction:
1. Paul wrote this epistle to believers in the Gentile capital of the Roman Empire. Paul 

desired to visit Rome and minister the gospel there on his way to Spain. Since Paul had 
not established the churches in Rome, and had never yet visited that city, in the opening 
of his letter (1:1-17) he set forth his reasons for desiring to visit them and the introduction 
to his systematic presentation of the gospel contained in the rest of the letter.

2. Paul wrote this letter out of three concerns which appear in the opening of his letter.
a. He felt the need to establish and defend his authority as the apostle to the Gentiles. 

Paul's reputation had been slandered by the Judaizers who preached “another 
gospel” (Gal 1:6-9). Paul introduces himself as one possessing authority to set 
forth the gospel. His concern was for Romans to accept the authority of his gospel  
(1-7).

b. He felt the need to establish his right to preach the gospel at Rome where he had 
never before been. His concern was for the Romans to appreciate the scope of his  
gospel.

c. He felt the need to clearly summarize and introduce the gospel which he was 
about to set forth in the body of his epistle. His concern was for the Romans to  
understand the significance of the gospel.

3. Because Paul's gospel is delivered to us as God's message of salvation, you must respond 
to it appropriately.

I. You must accept the authority of Paul's gospel. (1-7)

A. The messenger (Paul) possesses official authorization. (1)

1. Explanation: Verses 1-17 form the opening of the letter. (1) vv. 1-7 make 
up the salutation containing the identity of the author (Paul) and the 
recipients (the Romans). (2) vv. 8-15 are Paul's thanksgiving and reasons 
for writing the letter. Paul states his desire to come to Rome to minister the 
gospel to them. (3) vv. 16-17 are Paul's statement of the theme of the book 
of Romans: The gospel of the righteousness of God.

2. Explanation: Three phrases describe the source of Paul's authority with 
reference to the gospel. (1) his status (“servant of Jesus Christ”), (2) his 
office (“called to be an apostle”), and (3) his divine selection (“separated 
unto the gospel of God”). “Gospel” occurs 4X (vv. 1, 9, 15, 16).
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3. Argumentation: The word apostle in the NT sometimes indicated an 
office and sometimes a function. (1) Paul was an apostle by office because 
he received a personal commission from the risen Christ on the Damascus 
road (Gal 1:11-12). Paul did not take the place of Judas as one of the 
twelve original apostles (Matthias did, Acts 1); rather he was specially 
chosen as the apostle to the Gentiles. It was this special office and 
commission to the Gentiles that gave Paul the authority to write this epistle 
to the church at Rome, even though he had never been there before. (2) 
When the word apostle is used to describe a function (not an office) it 
indicates an individual who is “sent” by special appointment (such as Paul 
and Barnabas who were sent by the Church of Antioch, Acts 13:1ff, or 
Andronicus and Junia, Rom.16:7). In this sense it is similar in meaning to 
the modern word “missionary.”

B. His message (the gospel) carries full authority. (2-4)

1. “promised before” Explanation: The gospel is clearly based on the 
promises contained in the OT Scriptures. Paul insisted that his message 
was no innovation, but was in harmony with God's Word.

2. “concerning his son” Explanation: This describes the contents of the 
gospel message (cp. 1Cor 15:1-4). In particular, the contents concern Jesus 
Christ who is presented according to two distinct characters:

a. “became out of the seed of David” Explanation: This describes his 
human credentials as the promised Messiah. In this Messianic role, 
he suffered on the cross for the sins of man (Is. 53; Ps. 22, etc.).

b. “declared to be Son of God with power” Explanation: Christ's 
resurrection from the dead was the event that marked him out as 
the unique Son of God. This does not mean that he “became” the 
Son of God at his resurrection (this false view is known as 
adoptionism). But as a result of his resurrection, Christ was exalted 
to the right hand of God from whence he sent to the promised Holy 
Spirit (“Spirit of holiness”, cp. Acts 2:32-36).

c. “Jesus Christ our Lord” Explanation: This is the third title which 
identifies Christ as Lord standing in the position of acknowledged 
authority and supremacy in the lives of his people.

C. His ministry is authoritative. (5-7)

1. “we have received grace and apostleship” Explanation: “we” is and 
“editorial we” by which Paul refers to himself, his office, and his ministry. 
“Grace and apostleship” forms a hendiadys (using two nouns for one 
referent). The grace and the apostleship are identical (cp. Eph 3:8).

2. “obedience to the faith” Explanation: lit. “the obedience of faith.” This 
describes the divine purpose for Paul's ministry. Paul's purpose was to 
bring the Gentiles to faith in Christ and in this way bring them to heart 
obedience to God. Thus “obedience” and “faith” or mutually inclusive and 
explanatory. Obedience requires and includes faith; faith leads to acts of 
obedience. “Faith” or “believe” occur 7X in these verses.
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3. “In behalf of his name” Explanation: The ultimate purpose of Paul's 
ministry was to bring glory to God through the salvation of the Gentiles.

4. Argumentation: Thus Paul's ministry was authoritative because it was (1) 
divinely initiated, (2) divinely directed, (3) and aimed at divine glory.

5. “to all that be in Rome” Explanation: Paul was writing to believers who 
had already believed the gospel and therefore, were themselves products of 
the gospel. The two identifying characteristics of the Roman Christians 
was that they were (1) beloved of God and (2) called to be saints. The first 
indicated God's settled attitude of favor toward them and His reception of 
them based on his initiative and the second described God's particular act 
toward them in issuing the effective call of the gospel resulting in their 
response of faith leading to salvation.

6. “grace and peace” Explanation: mark the two elements of God's blessing 
on his people. Grace marks the ground of all their blessings received in 
Christ and peace marks their reconciliation with God which is the result of 
their justification.

II. You must appreciate the scope of Paul's gospel. (8-15)

A. The gospel is a passport which permits the extension of one's ministry to other 
believers. (8-10)

1. “I am giving thanks” Explanation: Paul was sincerely thankful to God 
because of the faith of the Roman believers, even though he had never 
personally been to Rome.

2. “For God is my witness” Explanation: Paul called on God to verify his 
statement that he regularly prayed for these people, many of whom he had 
never met. The subject of Paul's prayer was his desire to visit Rome. Paul 
had a significant ministry to the people at Rome through prayer.

3. “I serve with my spirit in the gospel of his Son” Explanation: Gospel 
ministry is first of all service to God, then secondly ministry to others. We 
usually think of gospel ministry as primarily aimed at unbelievers, but here 
Paul indicates a desire for ministry to believers also. Application: For 
gospel ministry to take place, it is essential that it be preceded and 
supported by prayer.

4. “...to come unto you” Explanation: Paul's desire was to go to Rome in 
order to minister the gospel to them.

B. Gospel ministry is expanded through the pursuit of spiritual desires. (11-15)

1. a desire to impart spiritual benefit to others (v. 11-12). “spiritual gift” 
Explanation: Paul's primary concern was not for personal fulfillment, or 
for the establishment of his authority over some spiritual kingdom, but so 
that the believers in Rome would be established in their faith. Paul was 
well aware that in ministering to them, he himself would receive spiritual 
benefit from them as well. Argumentation: We must check our motives in 
ministry. Do we really desire for the good of others or are we driven by 
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personal ambitions, self-advancement, desire for human praise, etc.

2. a desire to produce spiritual fruit (v. 13). “fruit” Explanation: Fruit 
bearing is the result of the gospel in our own lives (cp. John 15:1ff; John 
4:34-38). It is primarily in fruit-bearing that believers bring glory to God 
through their lives. When we minister the gospel to others from proper 
motives, we will produce fruit: the fruit of the Spirit will be displayed in 
our own lives, souls will be brought to Christ, and believers will be built 
up in the faith. We should desire to bear fruit for God's glory.

3. a desire to meet spiritual obligations. (v. 14-15). “I am debtor” 
Explanation: Because of his commission to the Gentiles from Christ, Paul 
considered himself under obligation to minister to all the Gentiles of every 
nation, class, and culture. This sense of obligation compelled him to 
pursue the opportunity to preach the gospel at Rome as he had in other 
places. Application: Every believer has an obligation to give the gospel. 
Christ's commission to the Church was: “Go ye into all the world and 
preach the gospel to every creature” (Mark 16:15). These three motives 
described by Paul should also energize our ministry of the gospel.

III. You must acknowledge the significance of Paul's gospel

A. It has power to save.

1. “For I am not ashamed” Explanation: Paul was personally committed to 
the gospel which Christ had committed to him. The gospel itself was of 
such momentous significance that it commended itself.

2. “It is the power of God unto salvation” Explanation: The gospel itself is 
powerful to accomplish God's purpose of saving sinners.

3. “to every one that believeth” Explanation: This qualifies the previous 
statement. It is not that the gospel saves every one who hears it, but 
everyone that believes it! (cp. 10:14ff) 

A. It reveals God's righteousness.

1. “the righteousness of God revealed” Argumentation: The righteousness 
of God takes a special meaning here and elsewhere in Romans. It is not 
God's acts or character of righteousness (though this is true), nor is it the 
self-righteousness of those who attempt to gain acceptance with God by 
keeping the law (cp. 10:2-3), but it is the righteousness which God 
graciously gives to sinners who believe in Jesus.

2. “from faith to faith” Explanation: Faith is not a meritorious act by which 
we obligate God to accept us, but it is the response by which we accept 
God's free gift.

3. Argumentation: Only the gospel reveals this “righteousness.”

Conclusion:
1.
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